
THE WOODVILLE TOWNSHIP TRUSTEE’S REGULAR MEETING - September 5, 2018 

  
This regular meeting of the Woodville Township Trustees was held on September 5, 2018. Those in attendance: 
Trustees: Chairman Ken Green, Bill Hammer, Paul Runion, Fiscal Officer Lori Kepus, Zoning Inspector Steve 
Michaelis, Road Supervisor Jim Busdiecker, Fire Chief Bill Andrews, Assistant Fire Chief Dave Miller, Fire Captain 
Joe Kopp, EMS Paramedic Jeff Herman, Sandusky County Economic Development Director Beth Hannam (left 
at 8:40 pm), and County Common Pleas Court Judge Robert Hart (left at 7:10 pm). 
 
Trustee Green called the meeting to order at 7 pm. Trustee Hammer made a motion to approve the warrants. 
Trustee Green seconded. All answered yes to roll call. Motion passed. Trustee Green made a motion to approve 
the Trustee’s August 15, 2018 meeting minutes. Trustee Runion seconded. All answered yes to roll call. Motion 
passed. 
 
Common Pleas Court Judge Robert Hart was present to enlighten the audience about a little known issue that 
will be on the November 6 ballot - Issue I “The Neighborhood Safety, Drug Treatment, and Rehabilitation 
Amendment.” The special interest group that originally sought to address a very real problem in today’s society 
and put this issue before voters wanted to address the impact of substance abuse on our society and our criminal 
justice system, but this Ohio amendment would result in adopting some of the most lenient drug laws in the state. 
This amendment will reclassify all drug-related fourth and fifth degree felonies to a misdemeanor relating to all 
drugs including marijuana, fentanyl, cocaine, methamphetamine, K2, and heroin. This reclassification would also 
apply to those convicted prior to its effective date allowing them to be released from prison, or have their 
convictions reclassified as misdemeanors. Judge Hart stated that he encourages people to become well informed 
about all of the facts of this issue before going to the polls. 
 
Beth Hannam, Director of the Sandusky County Economic Development Corporation, was present to update the 
Trustees regarding the old Atlas building property on East Main Street. She stated she has been working with the 
property owner Jason Ohms, Gibsonburg, who plans to eventually put a machine shop in the building on the east 
side of the property, but she is trying to get him to let the SCEDC do an assessment of the property so that when 
grant money for removal of the other buildings does become available they can act on it quickly and already have 
their homework done. He’s still weighing his options as he knows there is not grant money available yet. 
 
The SCEDC will again sponsor the Think Manufacturing Showcase on October 4 at Terra Tech Community 
College in Fremont for freshman students in all Sandusky County Schools. There will be 15 companies 
participating this year showcasing manufacturing jobs in this county. 
 
Chief Andrews asked if she has heard anything about the county adopting an “Inspection Department.” Beth 
stated that the commissioners are currently looking into this. Beth also said the SCEDC has been asked to help 
the Regional Planning Commission with the planning and management of the County Comprehensive Plan which 
is updated every five years. 
 
EMS – The fuel tank on LS 91 is leaking. WW Williams found that the tank had a hole in it. The fuel tank and 

shocks were replaced. The cost will be $3,675. All parts came in today and unit should be back tomorrow. 
 
Fire Chief Andrews told the Trustees that the Pokemon stop has been removed from the fire station parking lot. 
He had sent a request to NIANTIC, the Pokemon GO group that sets up this game, requesting that the game 
stop’s GPS coordinates be removed as it was causing problems with people paying more attention to their phones 
and not their surroundings and almost causing an accident on public safety property. The organization quickly 
removed the stop. 

ZONING – Zoning Inspector Steve Michaelis stated that Jim Miller erected a retail-type building on his property 

at the corner of SR 300 and SR 20 and plans to put in greenhouses with flowers, vegetables, mulch, and garden-
type stuff. Steve spoke with the county’s Regional Planning Commission and they stated that according to ORC 
519.21(c) Article 1…”There is no power on any township zoning commission, board of township trustees, or board 
of zoning appeals to prohibit in a district zoned for agricultural, industrial, residential, or commercial uses, the use 
of any land for a farm market where (50%) fifty per cent or more of the gross income received from the market is 
derived from produce raised on farms owned or operated by the market operator in a normal crop year. However, 
a board of township trustees, as provided in section 519.02 of the Revised Code, may regulate such factors 
pertaining to farm markets as size of the structure, size of parking areas that may be required, set back building 
lines, and egress or ingress, where such regulation is necessary to protect the public health and safety.” Steve 

said he will be meeting with Mr. Miller in the near future to explain all township regulations regarding the building 
use and all state highway regulations that need to be met. 

Steve also presented three approved zoning permits: Ken Hartbarger, 20390 SR 23, Woodville, for four accessory 
buildings, one 24’ x 32’ and the other three are each 4’ x 8’ for shop or storage use; Steven Austin Judy, 846 
Pemberville Road, Woodville, for a 30’ x 45’ accessory building to be used as a shop; and Jon and Kristen Meyer, 
1578 Fort Findlay Road, Woodville, for a 12’ x 20’ accessory building to be used for storage. Each permit holder 
paid the $50 fee. 
 
Steve presented the final version of a letter to be sent to Karen Powell. The letter states that in 1999, she was 
issued a zoning permit after receiving a zoning variance requesting a temporary second residence on the same 
lot due to a health hardship. That second residence is no longer needed and per the original variance ruling was 
to be removed. The Township’s Zoning Resolution allows for one residence per lot. As of this date, the structure 
has still not been removed.  The Trustees have asked her to remove the structures by October 31, 2018.  If the 
second residence is not removed by that date, the Trustees will proceed to the next step to have the structure 
removed by a contractor and all costs will be assessed to her property taxes. 
 
The Trustees approved that this letter be sent at their last meeting. The Trustees signed this letter and Kepus will send out by 
certified mail. The Zoning Commission’s regularly scheduled September 12 meeting has been changed to Tuesday, September 
18 at 7 pm at the fire station. 
 
CEMETERY – Kepus presented an invoice from the county’s Community Work Program for work performed weed trimming in 
the cemeteries in the amount of $1,027.50 for 34.25 hours of work. It was stated that this program saves the township money 
in personnel costs and allows for more work to be done in the cemetery. In the past, the township made a yearly donation to 
the program. The commissioners stated that the invoices will now be sent out monthly. Trustee Green made a motion to pay 
the community work program’s invoices on a monthly basis. Trustee Runion seconded. All answered yes to roll call. Motion 
passed. 
 
ROADS – Road Supervisor Jim Busdiecker said he took the one ton truck to Specks. It had a worn out ball joint and the tires 
were rotated and aligned. He’s still busy mowing township roads.  Kepus stated that the ODOT Winter Salt Contract bid was 
awarded to Morton Salt in the amount of $51.05 a ton. The Township ordered one load of salt this season as the salt bin is 
pretty full at this time. 

http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/519.02


The Trustees unanimously approved of a permit from Glenn Graffice and Son (now Expercon, LLC) and contractor ODNR to 
work in the township’s right-of-way and on the driveway of this property for ODNR’s project to plug the orphan well and restore 
the site to its original condition. This property is located on the east side of Township Road 93, 1500’ north of SR 20. 
 
The Trustees discussed road damage from the NEXUS pipeline project and concluded that NEXUS has certainly shortened the 
life of our township roads. The Sandusky County Engineer sent an email stating that as NEXUS and Michels Construction are 
in the process of finishing up construction in our county, the engineer’s office has been out to identify damages of township 
roads, specifically at the crossovers, but had not taken a good look at all of the designated haul routes. They would like to hear 
from the townships regarding damages they have noticed as being created by NEXUS traffic. Michels is hoping to have a 
contractor (The Geo. Gradel Co, Toledo) start fixing those areas beginning yet this month. The Trustees discussed which roads 
they have observed as having damage. Road Supervisor Jim Busdiecker and a trustee will review the pre-tape recording of the 
township roads of pre-NEXUS construction and compare what they look like today and make a final list of damages. It was 
mentioned that when NEXUS does pull out, the RUMA agreement is still in effect, so if after winter more damage is noticed, it 
can fall under this agreement. The Trustees agreed that no one is signing off for at least one year. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT – Chief Bill Andrews stated that he filed a cost recovery report in the amount of $2,300 with the Sandusky 
County EMA for services provided by the fire department for a hazmat spill that occurred on September 4 at the intersection of 
SR 20 and SR 300. Approximately 75 gallons of diesel fuel and 50 gallons of hydraulic and engine oil and antifreeze were spill 
onto the highway. Six bags of peat sorb and three bags of oil dry were needed to contain the spill. 
 
On September 8, the department will participate in a mass casualty mock accident from 8 am to 4 pm organized by the Harris-
Elmore Fire Department.  
 
Six members of the department would like to attend a Leadership Training class in Northwood. The cost is $50 each. The 
Trustees approved of this request. 
  
When using the new rescue boat at the Triathlon event at White Star Quarry in Gibsonburg last month they noticed that there 
are items that are still needed for the rescue boat including throw ropes and PVC guides with LED lights on top. They also 
mentioned that they could benefit from an “assist-on” trailer lift to be used for the Cub Cadet (X-6) as it currently takes two 
people to lift the trailer and lower the gator to get it on the trailer and with this device it only takes one person. 
 
The department will hold a “Jaws-of-Life” drill on October 7 and invite area departments. The cars to be cut up were donated by 
Next Level Auto. 
 
Joe Kopp stated that he has made a skills checklist to test out the new members on the trucks. They will start with the brush 
truck (X-5) and Cub Cadet (X-6). Matt Depner and Spencer Linke have completed their probationary periods and are now full 
members of the fire department and are learning new things every week and Becky Wenninger will complete her probationary 
period in November. 
 
Chief Andrews said he will be on vacation from September 9-16. 
 
FISCAL OFFICER – Lori Kepus presented the Trustees with the Township’s balanced bank reconciliation for the month of 
August and the updated Fund, Revenue, and Appropriation Status Reports. 
 
Below is the August financial report. 
 

Carry-over Fund Balance 7/31/2018  $1,769,940.23 
 
August Revenue Received               286,895.56 
 
August Expenses Paid          46,357.57 
 
Current Fund Balance as of 8/31/2018  $2,010,478.22 

 
Regarding the sale of the rental house, Trustee Runion stated that the township workers installed a sump pump, a Visqueen 
barrier, and painted the back porch. The sale is moving right along and should be ready for closing later this month. Paul stated 
that the township workers (Jim and Dave) did a really nice job. 
 
At 9:30 pm, with no further business, Trustee Hammer moved for adjournment. Trustee Runion seconded. This meeting was 
held in accordance with the Ohio Revised Code’s Sunshine Law. 
 
 


